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[Abstract:] Desires that his directions of March 21,1881, about Silver purchases... 506 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
May 19, 1881 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Superintendent U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sir: 


Referring to my letter of the 21st of March last, in which I suggested the keeping of a 
silver-purchase account which should show the number of ounces and cost of silver purchased 
and coined during each quarter and the profit arising from the coinage, please say to your 
Bookkeeper that I desire this direction to be observed in the quarterly account of the last quarter. 


To prevent confusion and corrections that might be necessitated from a change in the 
method heretofore in use in preparing these accounts, I would be glad to have him state what 
modifications he proposed to make, so that the silver purchases shall stand as a separate account 
in the bullion accounts, and monthly or quarterly show the number of ounces and cost of such 
silver, on hand in the Mint. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


